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the Paradise Island in the Indian Ocean

Ideally located in the Indian Ocean off the coast of East Africa, and with its Exclusive Economlc Zone
of 1.9 million km2, Mauritius offers unlimited investment opportunities. The island has, over the years,
meticulously assemhled the prereqms:tes m become a buslness-fnendly profi table and safe Iocatlori

reinvested in multiple projects since, and are still present in Mauritius.

Mauritius is today an ideal investment location where busmesses can start operatlons on the ba5|s év ;

til(

self adherence to comprehensive and clear guidelines. Relevant authorities exercise ex post contrul o’ .f'
check for compliance and facilitate investors to startﬂ'|e1r business actmtles within three wnrklng days. ¢ @,
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The table below gives an indication of the unique properties of the 1,000 metres deep water of
the Indian Ocean.

KEY PARAMETERS OF SEAWATER

(average values analysed from three sites)

PARAMETER SURFACE SEA WATER'

Temperature (°C) 27-28
Salinity (ppt) 347 343

DEEP-SEA WATER®

=
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3.75
1-13

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L)

Total Bacterial Count (CFU/mL)
Total Coliforms (CFU/mL)
Faecal Coliforms (CFU/mL)
Vibrio Species (CFU/mL)
Nitrate (mg/L)

Phosphate (mg/L)

Ratio Nitrate / Phosphate
Ratio Nitrate / Nitrite

Silicate (mg/L) <0.1 3
Ammonia (mg/L)

25 =257

0.015
<0.003

i
i
|

~J
(==}

N |

i e

© Mauritius Research Council

I
(=)
(]
H
A
=
(==
=

Water samples being taken from
a research ship off the coast of Mauritius




Bringing out Value from Deep Indian Ocean Water

Aquaculture
Salmon, Trout, Oysters ‘

é Deep-Sea Water
Applications

) Cosmetics
Thalassotherapy High Purity Marine Salt

Many countries around the world including Hawaii, Japan, China, Taiwan, and others are
now discovering the great potential of deep-sea water applications. Business opportunities

‘4 exist in the following, but not exhaustive, sectors:



Desalinated Mineral Water

By far, this is the most lucrative business venture. Through reverse osmosis, selected salts are removed
from the deep-sea water, leaving behind mineral water of the purest quality. Hawaii currently exports
over one million litres of deep-sea desalinated mineral water per day, mostly to Japan. A 1.5 litre of this
water costs between 5 to 6 US dollars and it is reported that desalinated bottled mineral water could
very quickly become the biggest export earner of the State of Hawaii.

There exists a growing health-conscious market for this unique brand of mineral water. The Middle East
countries could be a potential market for mineral water bottled in Mauritius.

Aquaculture

The high degree of purity, the nutrient content and the adjustable temperature of the deep-sea water
make it ideal for high-value aquaculture, including salmon and lobster farming. In Hawaii, the deep-sea
water has led to a flourishing aquaculture industry, catering for both tropical and cold-water fish and
crustaceans.

Pearl Culture
Pearl of the highest quality can be cultured in a controlled deep-sea water environment. Successful
businesses are operational in Hawai.

Thalassotherapy

The healing and therapeutic attributes of deap-sea water have been known for centuries. In many
countries, for example in Japan, deep-sea water treatments are being offered by the spa industry in the
tourism sector. Being a prime tourist destination, Mauritius is ideally located to exploit this unique quality
of our deep-sea water.

Pharmaceuticals and Cosmetics

The presence of special chemical elements in the deep-sea water is an important source of natural
ingredients for the development of pharmaceutical products, as successfully demonstrated by several
businesses based in Japan and Hawaii. The characteristics of the deep-sea water provide an ideal
environment for the growth of particular species of seaweeds which constitute important raw materials
for biomedical and cosmetic products.

Aquarium products

High-end products for ornamental aquariums, such as seahorses and sea snails, which are normally
difficult to cultivate outside oceanic conditions, have been shown to constitute thriving businesses when
carried out in a deep-ocean water condition.

Renewable Energy for Air-Conditioning

The coldness of the deep-sea water is ideally suited to replace the electrical chillers in conventional air-
conditioning systems. This could lead to as much as 40% savings in the electricity bills of most hotels
and coastal buildings in Mauritius.



Deep-sea Water Products
A Growing Market

Deep seawater-related products such as desalinated bottled water, sea salt
and nigari, food and beverages, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals, have experienced
phenomenal successes in countries such as Japan and the USA. Bottled water
is the most dynamic food and beverage market, steadily growing at a pace of
15% over the last 30 years. The increasingly health-conscious market is
continuously shifting towards mineral water. Deep-sea water is full of healthy
minerals. When the salt is extracted, the end product is a very sought-after
beverage.

With its insatiable appetite for products related to the deep sea, demand is
sure to outstrip the supply of quality deep-sea water for years to come.

The thalassotherapy or spa requires very little investment and is a niche service
in great demand by European tourists. The nutrient-rich water can also be
used for aqua farming. According to the FAOQ, the world market for aquaculture
is about US$ 55 billion and is growing annually by 10%. As an example,
seaweed products command a world market of about US$ 250 million, expanding
at a rate of 12%. In Ireland alone, the seaweed market is valued at 12 million
Euros, providing jobs for thousands.
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All information contained in this brochure are the copyright of
the Mauritius Research Council and the Board of Investment, Mauritius - 2006.
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