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1.0 Current status 

Mauritius is one of the most performing African countries in terms of economic success, political 

stability and peaceful cohabitation. However, for Mauritius to be successful in sustainable 

development much improvement is needed with regards to pollution, waste and environmental 

health. The causal relationship between sustainable development and different indicator of the 

environment quality has been extensively explored in recent years by the Ministry of 

Environment and National Development Unit. In this context, 32 indicators have been identified 

for Mauritius to effectively monitor the environment. This working paper thus attempts to 

examine some of the environmental indicators and consolidate the data obtained from Central 

Statistic Office (CSO) to shed some lights on current and future environmental trends in 

Mauritius. 

 

1.1 1and & soil 

Solid waste was identified as one of the main environmental problems that Mauritius is facing 

since 1998. Annually, Mauritius generates about 380,000 tons of wastes and it is expected that 

this value will increase by 418,000 tons by 2014.  As shown in figure 1, solid waste is mostly 

generated from domestic wastes with 389,999 tonnes in 2009. In Mauritius solid waste is 

disposed at Mare Chicose landfill via 4 transfer stations namely: St Martin, Roche Bois, Poudre 

d’Or and La Brasserie.  

Asbestos waste is the least solid wastes being generated in Mauritius with nearly 26 tonnes in 

2009. Asbestos is a hazardous waste and extreme exposure to it can lead to health 

consequences such as asbestosis. According to a survey carried out in June 2002 by the 

Mauritius Sugar Authority it was found that almost all sugar industries contain asbestos ranging 

from small to as much as 5000 kg per factory. Moreover, from the information retrieve from the 

Ministry of land and housing there are about 2850 house each containing about one tonnes of 

asbestos. In addition, asbestos was also being used in piping system at the CWA.  However, the 
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are not acceptable to be disposed at Mare Chicose

Figure 1: Solid waste input at Mare Chicose
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2.0 Trend in Solid Wastes in Mauritius

Referring to the figure below, a first insight in the development of solid waste disposal in 

Mauritius can be gained by describing the time series data for solid waste disposal at Mare 

Chicose landfill for the period 2001 to 2009. As illustrated in figure 
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2.1 Trend in solid waste generated and GDP

Figure 5 shows the trend and the proportional relationship between the amount of solid waste 

disposed in the landfill in ton

2009.  It can be observed that as GDP increases the amount of solid waste generated in the 

country also increases. The correlation between the amount of solid waste generated and the 

GDP per capita is 0.687.  
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Figure 5: Solid waste disposes in landfill and 

 

Note: National waste collection was already in place when Mare Chicose

operations in 1997. However, open dumps were still receiving waste. These dumps were closed 

in phases until 2001. This explains the low waste input at the landfill in 1997, which substantially 

increased with the closing of the dumps
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in phases until 2001. This explains the low waste input at the landfill in 1997, which substantially 

increased with the closing of the dumps (MID, 2010). 
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Figure 6: Trend in composition of Solid waste dispose in landfill (

2.3 Trend in volume of wastewater treated by public treatment stations 

As shown in figure 7, the volume of wastewater treated increase from 20.47 million cubic metres 

to 24.89 million cubic metres durin

treatment plants in Mauritius

2010(CSO, 2009).  
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Figure 7: Trend in volume of wastewater treated by public treatment stations. (CSO, 2010
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Figure 8: % connection to public sewer 

3.0 Outlook 

The quantity of solid waste is projected to increase at an annual average rate of 2%.
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5.0 Indicators 

Under the umbrella of National Programme on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) 

for Mauritius (2008-2013) the following action plan have been devised: 

1. Establish an Integrated Waste Management System in all Municipalities and District  

Councils in the next 2-3 years. 

2. Increase the recycling of industrial and commercial waste with a focus on cardboards, 

plastics and paper by at least 25% over the next 5 years compared to 2007. 

3. Increase the amount of waste going for composting from the hotel and domestic sector 

by at least 25% and 10% respectively over the next 5 years compared to 2007.  

4. Devise an action plan for implementing the Extended Producer Responsibility concept in 

Mauritius by 2010. 

 

 

6.0 Drivers and Inhibitors 

� Drivers 

Environmental problem will be driven mostly by an increase in economic development and 

changes in the lifestyle and consumption pattern.  

Inhibitors 

1. It should be added that waste prevention will slow down due to changes in lifestyle 

towards a more individual-and-consumption oriented society.  

2. Many plants report that lack of incentives from the government together with insufficient 

information and participation of the public holds back the growth of recycling. 
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